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Moyal agrees with many

observers that the 1984
games in Los Angeles were
“the best ever.”  In Los
Angeles, Moyal took home
the bronze metal for high
bar. 

In 1976, when Moyal was
preparing for his first
Olympic games, his brother
Miki was preparing to
move half a world away. 

From 1976-80, Miki was a
member of the University
of Oregon’s gymnastics
team. Three years later,
Moyal joined his brother on
the Oregon squad. In just
his first year in college,
Moyal was ranked fifth in
the United States and was
honored as the most out-
standing college freshman
gymnast of 1980.

But then the unexpected
happened. The University
of Oregon announced it
was dropping its gymnas-
tics program.

Though Miki’s college
career was now coming to a
close, Johnny’s career was
just beginning. Having
made his mark in his first

year in the U.S., Moyal was
in high demand.

Among the major univer-
sities wanting the nation’s
top freshman was LSU. 

“I had several recruitment
trips lined up when I visit-
ed LSU. But when I visited
Baton Rouge, I met Richard
and Susan Lipsey and that
was the deciding factor for
me. You’ve never met bet-
ter people than them.
Richard is one of the great-
est supporters of LSU ath-
letics. I felt so comfortable
with them. I knew that this
was a community that I
could call home. I commit-
ted right away,” recalls
Moyal.

At LSU, Moyal took his
career as a gymnast to new
heights. 

“I had the best college
career. I won every SEC
championship at LSU. It
was terrific,” he recalls. 

Though his three siblings
live on the west coast and
his parents are in Israel,
Moyal says he decided to
stay in Baton Rouge after
his college career at LSU
because he loves this area.

“There is no school like
LSU. Your college years are
the best time of your life.

“I stayed here for that rea-
son. When you are an ath-
lete in Baton Rouge, the
community remembers it.
They appreciate you. This
is a great area and a great
community.

“I was an outsider but I
was accepted here,” says
Moyal, a 1985 graduate of
LSU.
In 1988, Moyal met “a true

Cajun girl.”
“Susie has been one of the

biggest highlights of my
life.

“Susie’s family had been
in Pointe Coupee for 200
years. Her father is
Raymond Guidroz and her
mother (Geraldine, who
died from cancer in 1994)
was a Major. 

“Susie’s parents gave me
the home I missed so much
in Israel. They were like
parents to me. 

Johnny and Susie married

in November 1995 and they
built a house on False River. 

“I think the Ventress/
New Roads area is one of
the best, hidden spots in
the country.

“I love it here.
“The drive (from Ventress

to Baton Rouge) gives me
enough time to plan my
day. People in Baton Rouge
can’t understand why I
make that drive but I don’t
think of it as being far. I’m
still in the gym at 8 a.m.
every day,” he says.

Since 1989, Moyal has
owned and operated Elite
Gymnastics in Baton
Rouge. Among the many
coaches at Elite are Susie’s
daughter, Jessica, and
Brittany Comeaux of
Addis. 

One of his star students,
15-year-old Rheagan
Courville, came in fifth all-
around in 2007 to easily
take one of the twelve spots
on the U.S. National Team.
Courville, who is currently
healing from a gym-related
injury, was unable to partic-
ipate in the 2008 meets.
Courville competes at the
Elite level in gymnastics
and has won the U.S.
Classic All-Around and
placed first in the balance
beam. Courville’s grand-
mother, Ruby Lejeune
Andrepont, is a native of
Bueche and currently resi-
dent of Waterloo
Subdivision in Ventress. 
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Dear Friends,
I would like to take this

opportunity to officially
a n n o u n c e
my candida-
cy to you, for
re-election as
the Grosse
Tete  Chief of
Police.  Since
being elect-
ed to serve
as your
police chief in 1998, I have
made numerous improve-
ments within the police
department, and would like
to take this opportunity to
reflect on these improve-
ments with you.

During the last 10 years
which I have served as your
Chief of Police, I have been
able to develop strong rela-
tionships with other agen-
cies. These relationships
have allowed me to be more
efficient in my service to
you, and have allowed me
to “get things done”   for the
people of Grosse Tete.  With
the help of the people, I
have been able to transform
the police department into a
professional agency that I
am proud to be involved
with, and with your contin-
ued support, our police
department will continue to
grow, with the needs of our
community.

We have been able to
update the technology in
the entire department. We
have done so by acquiring

office equipment and  com-
puter’s for the town hall to
better track citations issued
by the department.  Laptop
computer’s were installed
in the police units, which
allows deputies to perform
multiple tasks while on the
job. They can now check a
suspects criminal history
and/or locate any outstand-
ing warrants that a suspect
might have. All of these
improvements were pur-
chased with grants that the
department has received, at
no cost to the town.

We have purchased new
“in car” digital video
recorders that are activated
by the use of police lights
and/or sirens. This will help
insure that every time we
come into contact with the
public, that they are treated
with respect, and at the
same time, that our deputies
are being protected from
accusations of misconduct.
This all comes while we are
recording evidence.
Evidence that can then be
used in court as we prose-
cute those who would vio-
late our residents and our
laws.

The department has also
recently received new police
radios. These will allow us
to have radio communica-
tions with other agencies
“statewide” in a time of cri-
sis. This would come into
use in the event of  hurri-
canes or other disasters.

These radios were also
received with grants at no
cost to the town.

Grants were also secured
that allowed us to furnish
bullet proof vests to each
deputy.  These vests help to
protect our deputies from
harm, while they are work-
ing to protect the residents
of our community.

A ‘Policy & Procedures’
manual was implemented,
which will help guide each
deputy who works for the
police department, so that
they will be able to do their
job in a professional and
proactive manner. These
policies also help protect the
Deputy, the Chief, the
Mayor, and the  Council,
from the possible liabilities
involved with police work.

Even though we are a part-
time department, with part-
time deputies,  every
deputy with arrest authority
is a POST CERTIFIED law
enforcement officer.  I am
also  POST CERTIFIED,
having graduated from LSU
in 1997, BEFORE BEING
ELECTED, to my first term
as your  police chief.  I have
also received certification in
police administration, as
well as narcotics, highway
interdiction, domestic vio-
lence, and accident investi-
gation.
Since being elected to serve

the residents of Grosse Tete,
I have strived to continue
improving both myself and

your Police Department. At
every opportunity I attend
any continuing education
classes made available by
the Louisiana Commission
on Law Enforcement.  I am a
member of the Louisiana
Association of Chief’s of
Police, serving the
Southeast Louisiana
District. As an active mem-
ber of this district, I have
served on several commit-
tees. These committees
make recommendations for
legislative actions regarding
law enforcement, as well as
providing new chief’s train-
ing, and continuing educa-
tion to police chiefs in
Louisiana, at annual  LACP
conferences.

The residents of Grosse
Tete deserve the very best
law enforcement available,
and I am committed to
bringing that to you.  I have
always done everything
possible to be there when
needed, or to have a profes-
sional law enforcement offi-
cer available to you, until I
could be there personally, to
assist you in your times of
need.

As your current Chief of
Police, I hope that I can
count on your support
again this October, so that I
can continue to “SERVE &
PROTECT” our community
and it’s residents.

Sincerely,
Chief Tommy Dardenne

Dardenne announces for reelection as Grosse Tete Chief of Police
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POINTE COUPEE’S OLYMPIAN

Johnny Moyal and one of his
star students, Rheagan
Courville.


